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SPECIMEN
DECLARATION TO BE MADE TO THE BENCHERS OF 

THE HONORABLE SOCIETY OF KING’S INNS BEFORE ADMITTANCE TO THE DEGREE OF BARRISTER-AT-LAW

The data given below will be maintained for membership purposes, in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1988 as amended by the Data Protection (Amendment) Act 2003. The applicant is responsible for informing The Honorable Society of King’s Inns of any subsequent changes to this data.

To the benchers of The Honorable Society of King’s Inns (“the Society”)

I, (full names)………………………………………………………………………………

of (home address)…………………………………………………………………………..

……………………………………………………………………………………………...

Home telephone:……………………            Mobile…………………………

Email ………………………………………

for the purpose of obtaining admission to the degree of Barrister-at-Law and for the purpose of being called to the Bar do hereby DECLARE AND UNDERTAKE as follows:

1.
I was born on ………………….19……        Place of  birth…………………

2.
I declare that I have not been and am not carrying on a trade, practice or profession and am not or have not engaged in any employment for remuneration save as follows:

(i)…………………………………………

(ii)…………………………………………

(iii) ……………………………………….

3.1
I declare that my answers to the following questions are true:

(a)
Have you ever been convicted of any criminal offence in any  



part of the world or are any criminal proceedings pending against you 



anywhere in respect of any criminal offence?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(b) Has any bankruptcy order been made against you in any part of the world
 or have you entered into a voluntary arrangement
 with your creditors in any part of the world?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(c) Has a directors’ restriction or disqualification order been made against you in any part of the world?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(d) Has any other order been made against you in civil proceedings in any jurisdiction restricting your conduct in any manner?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(e) Have you ever been prohibited or restricted from practising as a member of any professional body in any part of the world?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(f) Have you ever been found guilty of a disciplinary offence by any professional body in any part of the world or are there any disciplinary proceedings pending against you?

	YES
	
	NO
	


(g) Do you know of any other matter which might reasonably be expected to affect the mind of a bencher of the Society when considering your application?

	YES
	
	NO
	


If the answer to any of the above questions is YES please give details in the box below and attach supporting documents – 



4.
If admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law by the Society and if called to the Bar, I undertake that:

(a) I will not embark on practice as a barrister without first becoming a subscribing member of the Law Library, and I will continue in practice only while retaining membership of the Law Library and submitting to the disciplinary jurisdiction of the General Council of the Bar of Ireland (including the right, in appropriate circumstances, to suspend from membership of the Law Library for professional misconduct), and

(b) unless otherwise exempted by the General Council of the Bar of Ireland, I will not embark on practice as a barrister until I have been accepted as a pupil for the normal period of pupillage by a practising barrister to be approved by the General Council of the Bar of Ireland, and

(c) so long as I remain a barrister I will comply with the rules and regulations of the General Council of the Bar of Ireland and will observe the Code of Conduct of the Bar of Ireland, and

(d) so long as I remain a barrister I will comply with the rules and regulations of the Society. 
5.
I undertake that if called to the Bar I will not act directly or indirectly in the capacity of solicitor while I practice as a barrister nor will I engage in any other occupation which is incompatible with practice at the Bar.

6.
I understand that, if this declaration is found to be false in any material respect or if there is a breach of any undertaking embodied in it such falsity, or breach shall constitute professional misconduct.

7.
I understand that the benchers will consider the information in this declaration before they decide whether to admit me to the degree of Barrister-at-Law.

8.
I now request to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law.

Signed:_____________________________ Dated: ___________________________




CERTIFICATE 

TO BE COMPLETED 

BY A BARRISTER WHO HAS BEEN PRACTISING AT THE BAR OF IRELAND FOR AT LEAST FIVE YEARS 

AND WHO IS NOT RELATED TO THE APPLICANT AND

either

· HAS KNOWN THE APPLICANT PERSONALLY  FOR AT LEAST 6 MONTHS

or

· HAS INTERVIEWED HIM / HER 
I (name – block letters) _____________________________(year of call) ____________

of (address) ______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

certify that (name, of applicant) ______________________________________________

of (address of applicant) ________________________________________________________________________

either* 

has been known to me personally for upwards of ______________________ (indicate

length of time (which must be at least 6 months) the applicant has been known to you) 

or*

has been interviewed by me

and I believe him/her to be a proper person to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law with a view to being called to the Bar.

Dated this _______________ day of ______________________________ 20________

Signature: ______________________________________________________________


TO BE COMPLETED BY A BENCHER OF 

THE HONORABLE SOCIETY OF KING’S INNS

I have read and considered the attached declaration, made by 

_______________________________________________ and the certificate furnished therewith and I intend in a meeting of the benchers of the Honorable Society of King’s Inns to propose the said 

as a fit and proper person to be admitted to the degree of Barrister-at-Law.

Dated the 




day of 

Signed   ________________________________

      Block Letters  ___________________________
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I declare that the information above is true and accurate.
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1 Answer the questions in (a), (b) , (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g) by ticking the relevant YES or NO box


� “Bankruptcy order” includes a bankruptcy order made pursuant to the Bankruptcy Act 1988 and any similar order made in any jurisdiction in the world.


� “arrangement” means an arrangement which is pursuant to the Bankruptcy Act 1988 Part IV or any similar procedure in any part of the world.


� “Directors’ restriction or disqualification order” includes orders made pursuant to sections 150 and 160 respectively, of the Companies’ Act 1990 and any similar orders made in any jurisdiction in the world


� Order includes any order in which an undertaking is given restricting your conduct in any manner.  The following list is not exhaustive but gives an idea of the type of matters which should be disclosed:


Isaac Wunder Order (an order requiring the permission of the court to take any legal proceedings)


Civil or other injunction restricting your conduct in any manner


� Include any incident or behaviour that, if known by a bencher, might cause him/her to consider your application more carefully. If in doubt disclose the incident/behaviour.  An example given by way of illustration but not as limitation on disclosure is:


a) 	Dismissal from any employment on grounds of misconduct


* Please delete as applicable
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