Professional Course FAQs

General 

Q.         What is the Barrister-at-Law degree course?

A.          The Barrister-at-Law is the professional stage for the Bar of Ireland.

Q.     What is the duration of the Barrister-at-Law degree course?

A.          The Barrister-at-Law degree can be undertaken either as a full-time one-year course or as a        modular two-year course
Q.
When does the modular course take place?

A.
The modular course takes place over two academic years each of which begin in October and runs over three terms ending in late May or early June. Classes take place between 9.00am and 5.15pm approximately every third weekend (Saturday and Sunday) during term-time.  Additionally attendance will be required on approximately 5 weekdays each academic year.

Q.
When does the full-time course take place?

A.
The full-time course takes place over one academic year beginning in October and runs over three terms ending in late May or early June.   Classes take place between 9.00am and 5.15pm every day from Monday to Friday during term time.

Q.
How many places are available on the degree course?

A.
Since the entrance examination was introduced, we have been able to accommodate all students 
who have sat and passed the entrance examination. 

Q.
How long does membership last?

A.
Upon admission to the degree of barrister-at-law, you are deemed to be a member of the Society for the rest of your life or until such time as you are voluntarily or compulsorily disbarred.
Q.           Is there an attendance requirement on the professional course and if so, what is it and how   

                strictly is it applied?

A.           There is an attendance requirement. 100% attendance is expected but 90% attendance is required. We do accept that, from time to time, students might miss sessions due to circumstances beyond their control and therefore you may submit absence certificates for up to 10% of the course. If you were to fail to attend at least 90% of all scheduled sessions you will be deemed to have failed the course. This requirement is strictly enforced. You should therefore avoid making holiday arrangements or any other plans which would result in avoidable absence during term time. 

Q.
What subjects will I study on the Barrister-at-Law degree course?

A.
1.
Remedies and Quantum


2.
Practice and Procedure:




- Civil Practice and Procedure




- Criminal Practice and Procedure




- Evidence


3.
Legal Skills:




- Advocacy




- Negotiation




- Consultation




- Opinion Writing




- Drafting




- Legal Research


4.
Ethics, Professional Responsibility and Practice Management


5.
Participation in Mock Trials


6.
Attendance at courts, tribunals and other specialist bodies


7.
Advanced study of specialised areas of practice (students have a choice of areas from 

                             which they must choose two)

Q.           What are the pass grades on the Barrister-at-Law degree course?

A.           The grade boundaries are below 0-49% Fail, 50%-69% Pass, 70-79% Merit and 80% and above Distinction. The full assessments scheme will be explained in detail to all students after they have joined the School of Law.
Q.          How large are the groups on the professional course?

A.          Teaching is almost exclusively in small group of  sixteen students. 
Q.          Who will be teaching me?

A.           Every tutor is a qualified and experienced barrister and the majority remain in fulltime practice whilst teaching, so they have a huge bank of practical experience and knowledge to bring to their teaching. 

Q.          Do I need to take an Irish language examination in order to pass the professional course?

A.          There is no longer an assessment in Irish as part of the Barrister-at-Law course. There is, however

              a compulsory course in Irish Legal Terminology and Phraseology which carries no assessment at its conclusion but which must be completed by all degree students. 
Q.          What happens if I fail an assessment on the professional course?

A.           In order to pass the Barrister-at-Law professional course, you must pass every assessment (allowing for the rules as to compensation). If you have failed an assessment and are not entitled to compensation you may resit the assessment on the next occasion that it is provided. You may only re-sit the assessment on a maximum of two occasions (three attempts in total). If you fail the assessment three times you will not be permitted to sit it again and you will have failed the Barrister-at-Law degree course. Students re-sitting an assessment will only be permitted to achieve a maximum mark of 50%.
Applications; professional course (Barrister-at-Law)

Q.
When are application forms available?
A.
Application forms are available on King’s Inns web page at the end of January each year.

Q.           How can I apply for a place in the Barrister-at-Law degree course?

A.           Admission as a student to the degree course is by an entrance examination.
Q.
How many places are available on the professional course?

A.
Since the entrance examination was introduced, we have been able to accommodate all students 
who have sat and passed the entrance examination. 

Q.
When is the closing date for applications?

A.
The closing date for the diploma course is the 31 May with a late closing date of 1 July.


The closing date for the entrance examination is also the 31 May with a late closing date of 1 
July.


Entrance Examination

Q.
What qualifications do I need in order to apply for the entrance examination?

A.
A list of all approved degrees are available on our website. You must be a holder of one of these qualifications and have studied and passed the required core subjects.

Q.
Are there any exemptions in the entrance examination?

A.
No, there are no exemptions
Q.          Am I eligible to sit the entrance examination?
A.           An applicant must hold an approved law degree/approved postgraduate diploma or the Society’s    Diploma in Legal Studies and show that he/she has passed the core subjects required.  An applicant must also submit a satisfactory student admission declaration (available on King’s Inns website www.kingsinns.ie ).
     Q.          What is an approved law degree?

A.          The list of approved law degrees may be found at www.kingsinns.ie
Q.       Does it matter which subjects I have taken as part of my law degree?
A. You must ensure that your approved law degree includes the following “core” subjects: Land Law (including Law of Succession), Equity, Administration Law, Company Law, Law of the European Union, Jurisprudence. Provided you have taken and passed these subjects your choice of degree options is your own.   

Q.
What are the entrance examination subjects?

A.
Law of Torts, Criminal Law, Contract Law, Irish Constitutional Law, Evidence.

Q.
When does the entrance examination take place.

A.
The entrance examination takes place annually, usually in August.

Q.
What is the closing date for receipt of applications?

A.
The closing date for receipt of applications is 31 May.   There is a late applications date of 1 July.

Q.         What happens if I have already passed my approved law degree, but I have not taken all of 

                the core subjects? 

A. You will need to make an application to King’s Inns seeking permission to compensate by taking the Society’s Diploma examinations in those subjects. 

Q. I have already studied some or all of the subjects prescribed for the entrance examination.

               Can I be exempted from these subjects?

A. There are no exemptions from being examined in the prescribed subjects of the entrance examination. In order to sit the Entrance Examination, you will need to hold the Society’s Diploma in Legal Studies or an approved law degree from another institution and have sat and passed the core subjects - for details please see the Society’s list of approved diploma course providers at www.kingsinns.ie/website/prospective_students/degree/schedule.htm
 Q.           What happens if I fail the Entrance Examination?

A.           If you fail, you can re-sit the Entrance Examination in two subsequent years only. Regardless of 

               the number of subjects that you have failed any re-sit of the entrance examination will be a full 

               re-sit of all of the subjects.

Q.           Is there a limit to how many times I can sit the Entrance Examination?

A.           If you fail, you can re-sit the Entrance Examination in two subsequent years only. Regardless of 
               the number of subjects that you have failed any re-sit of the entrance examination will be a full 

               re-sit of all of the subjects.
Q. I am applying for the Modular Degree and I have full-time work/family/other               

               commitments- how much work will I need to do in order to keep up with the course?

A.           Everyone works differently and so there is no one single right answer; however, we advise

               modular students to put aside three weekday evenings and one full weekend day each week in  order to adequately meet their commitments on the course. 
 Q.           I have been offered a place on the Degree course but due to circumstances beyond my         control, I can’t take up that offer this year. Can I defer the offer to next year without having to take the Entrance Examination again?

A.          You must make an application to the Examination Board requesting a deferral. Applications will only be approved in limited and unforeseen exceptional circumstances. An example would be when a exceptional professional or academic opportunity presents itself and of which you would have been unaware when making your application to sit the Entrance Examination, if the Board believes that it would significantly contribute to your future practice at the Bar it will agree to a deferral. 

Fees and Financial Assistance 

Q.          Tax Relief:   Is there any tax relief on the courses at King’s Inns

A. Both the Diploma in Legal Studies and the Barrister-at-Law degree are eligible for tax relief.        

              Both courses have been approved for such by Revenue.
Q.          Grants:  Can I obtain a grant for my studies at King’s Inns

A.          The Barrister-at-Law degree is an approved course for the purposes of the Higher Education        

       Grants Scheme. If you think that you might be eligible you should apply to your local county/city  

council (there is a standard application form available from each county/city council).   The county/city council will be able to give you an indication fairly quickly whether or not you will be eligible.   

If you intend to apply for a grant under the Higher Education Grants Scheme you will require an invoice to be sent to the local authority from King’s Inns.   Please advise Anne Hedderman, Accounts Officer, (anne.hedderman@kingsinns.ie; Tel. 874 4840) as soon as possible of your requirement.  We will facilitate you in every way we can.  The promise of a grant, however, does not alleviate the payment of fees by the due date. It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that fees are paid on time irrespective of whether an employer, county council, family member or whoever may actually make the payment
Q.           Is there financial assistance available?

A.
Candidates, who have been successful in the entrance examination may apply for the McCarthy Bursary, which includes full remission of fees, a [image: image1.png]


 4000 maintenance grant, and it also substantially covers the cost of an internship for that student for six weeks at the Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg the following year. Successful candidates will usually have experienced severe financial need, and potentially significant life difficulties. Candidates who are awarded the bursary may not defer their place on the course.
              In addition to the Bursary, remission of fees (full or partial) may be available in cases of exceptional hardship. Applications for remission of fees should be made to the Registrar in writing at least one month before the commencement of the course. 

Q.
When must course fees be paid?
A.
Professional Course:  Fees for the one-year full time course are paid in two instalments – approximately one half upon acceptance of a place on the course; the remainder has to be paid by 15 February.  Failure to pay on time results in the application of a late fee payment.

Modular Course: Fees for the modular course are paid on acceptance of a place (Year 1) and on or before 1st October (Year 2)
Diploma Course: This is a two year course; fees for year 1 are paid on acceptance of a place 
In year 2, fees must be paid before the course recommences (usually in late September).  Failure to pay on time results in the application of a late fee payment.
Social Activities 

Q.
Activities:  Are there extra curricular activities at King’s Inns?
A.
The best way to get a feel for such activities is to read the INFORMAL ACTIVITIES handbook which can be found under this heading (PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS) on the website. King’s Inns actively encourages students to debate, moot, negotiate and become involved in sports.

Library 

Q.          As a general rule, what are the Library opening hours?  
A.          From October until May 
              Monday to Friday 8.00 am to 7.30pm.
              Saturday 12.30pm to 5.00pm
   From June until September 
   Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 5.00 pm.
   Saturday closed.
Q.          How many items can I borrow and for how long?
A.           A total of two books maybe borrowed at one time.

               The loan period is four days.
 
Q.          Can I print in the Library using wireless?  
A.          Yes, in fact you can print from your laptop in almost any location in King’s Inns. 

