Prospective Students Diploma FAQs
General 

Q.    What courses do you provide at King’s Inns?
A.           Diploma in Legal Studies

   Barrister-at-Law Degree Course (the professional course)
Q.
What qualifications do I need in order to apply for the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?

A.
You can apply as a non-law graduate or as a mature student.

  Q.           I would like to obtain a transcript /receipts and have mislaid my originals?
  A.           You can call the office and have a transcript/receipt request form sent out to you by email. Once 

                 received you will be notified when you can collect them and the fee of €30 is payable.

Q.        I have no experience of studying law. Will I be ok?

    A.
The overwhelming majority of our Diploma students have never studied law before, in Ireland  or in any other jurisdiction, so do not worry. The aim of the Diploma is to provide a solid legal education in the core law subjects you will need to succeed later in life (on the Barrister-at-Law Degree and beyond). We focus on teaching you the substantive law, but also on providing you with key skills that you will need later on (e.g. research skills, public speaking etc). These skills will be further developed on the Degree course, should you choose to progress to that course. We also begin the Diploma course with a crash course in the Irish Legal System, so that you understand the fundamental building blocks of that system before you progress any further. 
Q. I left education some time ago and am nervous about coming back to it now. Is there   

       any support available for people like me? 
A. Many of our students over the years have been in exactly the same position. We find that    
  once they have been attending the course for a while, they soon begin to re-awaken their  old  

  skills and to learn new ones. We also hope to provide a separate course in study skills (to 

  take place before the start of the Diploma term) for anyone with concerns in this  

  regard. Details of this course will be sent to all those who are offered a place on the 

  Diploma. There is also a Coordinator for the Diploma in Legal studies who can be contacted 
  in the event of any difficulty arising. 
Applications 
Q.
Does it make any difference to my application for the Diploma course whether I apply 
early in the calendar year or leave it closer to the closing date (31 May)?

A.
No, each application is considered on its own merit.

Q.
When are application forms available?
A.
Application forms are available on King’s Inns web page at the end of January each year.

Q.
When is the closing date for applications?

A.
The closing date for the diploma course is the 31 May with a late closing date of 1 July.


The closing date for the entrance examination is also the 31 May with a late closing date of 1 
July.


Q.   How can I apply for a place in the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?
A.           There are two categories - Graduate Applicant (holder of an approved degree other than an   approved law degree) - Mature Applicant (applicant who does not hold an approve degree and is at least 23 years of age on May 1st  in the year in which he/she would sit the examination in Part I.   Application forms are available on King’s Inns website www.kingsinns.ie 

Diploma

Q.
What qualifications do I need in order to apply for the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?

A.
You can apply as a non-law graduate or as a mature student.

Q.   What is the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?
A.           The Diploma in Legal Studies is the first stage of training for those who do not have an approve

               law degree
Q.   What is the duration of the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?
A.           The Diploma in Legal Studies is a two-year part-time course.  It comprises 28 weeks of lectures

               and tutorials.

Q.
How many evenings a week are lectures held for the Diploma Course

A.
The Diploma Course is held on Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and on Saturday mornings on alternate weekends.  It is occasionally necessary to hold class on a Friday.
Q. I would like to become a barrister but I don’t have a law degree. Can I still   

                 do the course?

A. 
Absolutely. We have a list of approved law degrees on this website. However, if you do not have an approved law degree, you can still become a barrister. You will just need to do our Diploma in Legal Studies (awarded by the Benchers of the Honorable Society of King’s Inns) first. Application forms for the Diploma are available on the website and can be submitted electronically. Applicants may have an approved non-law degree (“graduate applicants”), or can apply with degree at all (or no approved degree). The second category of applicants are known as “mature applicants”. 
Q. When does the Diploma in Legal Studies run and what hours are involved?
A. The Diploma in Legal Studies is a two-year course. It takes place over three academic terms, and  

classes are run in the evenings and on some Saturday mornings. In 2009, the first year   of the   Diploma (know as “Diploma I”) will begin classes on Monday 28 September 2009. 

Classes take place on Monday-Thursday of each week, and on around 14 Saturday mornings in the course of the year. These Saturday morning classes take place approximately every other weekend during term time. 

On Monday-Wednesday, Diploma I classes begin at 5.45pm and finish at 8.00pm, and involve lectures/large group sessions. On Thursdays, classes begin at the same time but end at 9.00pm, and on Saturdays they run from 9.30am-12.45pm. Classes delivered on Thursdays and Saturdays involve tutorials/small group sessions. NB the timetable for Diploma II is slightly different from the above, but will still follow the same basic pattern and start times etc.
 Q.
What subjects are covered on the diploma course?

 A.
Diploma Year One



Diploma Year Two


Legal Systems




Administrative Law


Criminal Law




European Union


Family Law




Company Law


Constitutional Law



Equity


Land Law




Jurisprudence


Law of Contracts




Evidence


Law of Torts




Human Rights Law
Q. How is the course delivered?

A. The course is delivered by way of large and small group teaching. In large groups (lectures),  

the whole class is together and a lecturer takes them through a particular topic. We have also   maximised the number of small group sessions on the Diploma. In these sessions, you will be in a group of around 16 students (who will be your tutor group for the year), and will be given session plans and preparation in advance. 

Small group sessions/tutorials give students the chance to discuss what they have learned and read in a non-threatening environment, to share their ideas and thoughts with other students, and to ask and answer questions. In the course of these sessions, you will also be asked to take part in presentations and moots (legal debates based on factually based legal problems), to research points of law, and to answer problem questions. Our goal is to make the Diploma as practical, interesting and interactive as possible. 

We also provide students with a number of materials, including course maps (so that you know the syllabus and how topics are to be covered), manuals (to act as a foundation for your own reading), tutorial session plans etc. 

Q. How is the Diploma examined?
A.        Each Diploma subject is examined by way of coursework/assignment (20%) and an examination (80%). You have to pass both the assignment and the examination to pass the subject. Coursework submission dates are staggered throughout the academic year so that you do not have to submit all pieces at once. 
Q.
What happens if I fail the diploma course examinations?

A.
A student is given a maximum of two attempts to pass a subject.   A student who has failed a 

subject in the annual examination may apply to sit the supplemental examination in that subject in the same year.

Q. Is there much homework involved?

A.          Yes, you will have to do homework on the course. Apart from the compulsory assignments (see question 6, above), you will also be referred to reading material before lectures and tutorials. You will also have to research particular areas of law, and prepare written and oral legal arguments in the course of the year. Students are also given the opportunity to do optional homework on which detailed feedback is given.

Q.  Who teaches on the Diploma?

A.
 Our lecturers and tutors are all qualified barristers with substantial teaching experience and          

                expertise in their subject areas. Many of our teaching staff also have additional postgraduate legal   

                qualifications. For profiles of our lectures, see the website. 
Q.   Can I still work when studying for the Diploma?

A.   Yes, the majority of our students do continue to work while studying for the Diploma. We ensure                

  that timetables are given out in good time, and that students are informed of the dates on which    

  assignments etc are due early in the year so that they can timetable in the academic calendar.  

  You may also be interested to know that tax relief is available in respect of Diploma fees. 

However, depending on the nature of your job, it may be necessary to make arrangements regarding your hours of work so that you can attend Diploma classes (the times of which are set out above). Attendance at class is extremely important; not all of the information given out is in manuals and handouts – you need to be present to take notes and to participate meaningfully in the course. Attendance is the only way to ensure that you are getting the maximum benefit from the Diploma and that any questions you have are answered. 

Q. What kind of support is available for students studying for the Diploma?
A. There is a Course Coordinator who can be contacted in the event of any difficulty. Each tutor    

                 Group also has a class rep, and the tutor group system itself is designed to foster camaraderie, to  

                 make it easier to integrate with the larger group, and to encourage students to form study groups  

                 etc. 

The King’s Inns also has state of the art facilities, including a law library, computer rooms,

subscriptions to all of the top legal databases and websites for all students, access to printing and

photocopying, a café, and all of the other usual amenities – all in an historic yet convenient city

centre location. 

Q. Are there any social activities for Diploma students?
A.   Yes. The Law Students’ Debating Society of Ireland (the LSDSI) arranges a variety of activities   

                 for students, including moots, debates, balls and other events. King’s Inns students also take part   

                 in a range of sporting activities, including rowing, rugby and Gaelic games. 
Q. Will the Diploma prepare me for the entrance exams to the Barrister-at-Law Degree?
A. Yes. While the Diploma’s purpose is to give students a grounding in substantive law, rather than simply as a preparatory course for the entrance exam, students will cover the entrance examination subjects in detail in the course of the Diploma. 
Q.        How will the Diploma prepare me for life as a student on the Barrister-at-Law Degree?
A. You will have a good knowledge of Irish law by the end of the Diploma. You will also have       acquired a variety of skills which you will consolidate and improve during the degree (including legal research and writing, the ability to formulate oral and written legal arguments etc). We aim to give all Diploma students the skills and confidence they need in order to excel on the Degree course and beyond. 
Q.          When will I be offered a place in the Diploma in Legal Studies Course?

A.          Usually mid-July
