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                                  Advanced Diploma in         

           Legislative Drafting (King’s Inns)

This diploma is a unique one semester part-time evening programme offering legal practitioners, law graduates and those with relevant legislative drafting experience the opportunity to obtain an Advanced Diploma in Legislative Drafting. This programme is expressly designed to train participants in the skill of drafting legislation and regulations, thereby fulfilling a very important role in the delivery of legal education for a vital area of governance.
1.1 Programme Aims and Learning Outcomes

The programme will expose participants to all aspects of the theory and practice of legislative drafting. On completion of the programme the participants should have the knowledge required to understand a drafting project and will have practised and honed the skills required for successful management of drafting projects. A key aim is to integrate theory and practice.

Course Content:
The programme is comprised of nine key modules:
· Role of legislative drafters
· Public Law considerations in drafting
· Statutory Interpretation and its relevance to drafting

· Key tools for drafters

· Legislative process

· Audience considerations and language usage

· Legal writing

· Legislative drafting

· Ancillary skills

Course Delivery
Delivery will be primarily in part-time evening mode through the medium of seminars, workshops and lectures presented by leading experts in the area. There may be up to three Saturday morning sessions in the course of the programme. Experiential learning forms a significant part of the programme with participants learning reflectively through exercises and individualised feedback and consequently practical workshops will remain the primary teaching method in most areas. This will consist of a variety of teaching and learning interventions including individual and group projects, practical skills development, case studies etc.  Formal presentations provide background theory in the substantive law areas underpinning the programme.
Duration

The programme will run over one semester, delivered in part-time evening mode two evenings per week on Tuesday and Thursday including up to three Saturday mornings. It is envisaged that the programme will commence on 2nd February 2012 and conclude by mid May 2012.
Career Opportunities
It is expected that the advanced diploma will add significant value to participants desirous of pursuing careers in the field of legislative drafting as well as to those currently with careers in the area.                                               

Fees: 
The fee for this programme is €4500. There is a reduced fee of €4,000 for barristers and solicitors within first five years of call or admission to the roll and for organisations nominating three or more participants.
Closing date:

The closing date is Tuesday 20th December 2011. 

Application Forms:

Please download form opposite

“Have you ever puzzled over squinting modifiers and dangling participles, or delighted in the debate as to whether ‘shall’ related to the future or imposed an obligation, and wished that you had some like-minded soul to ponder these vital matters with?  Well, if so, the Advanced Diploma in Legislative Drafting offered by the Kings’ Inns may be just the course for you.”
“In addition to learning the skills involved in legislative drafting, the course really helped me to understand the work of Parliamentary Counsel and to see how much is involved in drafting legislation.  As a result, I think that the course has helped me in liaising with Parliamentary Counsel on the job.  It has also helped me to understand how policy is translated into legislation and why legislative provisions are drafted in a certain way.

I would highly recommend the course for anyone who is involved in the preparation of legislation, whether bills or regulations, or for anyone who is interested in getting into such work.”  

 Sonja O’Connor, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
“In truth, legislative drafting is really a quite specialised subject, and one that only a relatively small number of people are likely to be interested in.  But for those that are, this course does the business.  And this is where the fellow students came into their own.  The class was a mixed bunch – civil servants from a range of Departments, and practicing barristers and solicitors and all displayed an enthusiasm for the minutiae of legal drafting that would make Lynne Truss, of “Eats, shoots and leaves” fame, proud.
Don’t hesitate, go for it.  You won’t be sorry.”
Máire Ni Chuirc, Department of Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation
