NIALL AND BARBARA McCARTHY BURSARY

FAQs 

1. What is the background to the bursary?
The daughters and sons of Niall and Barbara McCarthy have offered the King’s Inns a permanent bursary
 in their parents’ names.  This will be for a student who will follow the Barrister-at-Law degree course in King’s Inns.

To set up the bursary the family has made the initial generous contribution.  This was then ‘topped’ up by gifts from friends of the McCarthys, members of the judiciary, the Bar and friends of King’s Inns.

The aim is to incorporate in the scholarship significant qualities evident within the best of Niall McCarthy’s work and qualities cherished by both the McCarthys.
2. What costs does the Bursary cover?
The McCarthy Scholar will have full remission of fees for the Barrister-at-Law degree course at the King’s Inns and a grant of €6000 towards maintenance while studying at King’s Inns.  The Bursary will substantially cover the cost of an internship for this student for six weeks at the Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg in June/July 2011.

What does the internship in Strasbourg comprise?

The internship will last for six weeks in June/July 2011.   The McCarthy Scholar must stay in Strasbourg for the six week period.  Airfares and accommodation will be paid.  The internship must be taken during the stated period in summer 2011 and the candidate will write and furnish a report to the bursary trustees by September 2011.
3. How do I apply?
Candidates will already be applying to the King’s Inns to study law, and will be in a position to fulfil the academic requirements of the course.  Application forms are available through the King’s Inns website, www.kingsinns.ie Prospective Students / McCarthy Bursary.  Please note that the Bursary is only awarded to applicants who intend to make their career at the Bar.
4. Are there any specific conditions?

Candidates for the McCarthy Bursary will have been offered and accepted a place on either the full time degree course or the modular degree course starting in October 2010.  While the trustees accept that almost every student experiences some kind of financial restriction, they hope to make the award to a candidate in genuine need of financial assistance.

5. Are there any other considerations?

Candidates may also have experienced some kind of life challenge in respect of physical, social or other difficulties, although there is no obligation to discuss such personal matters.  All information given to the selection committee is strictly confidential.

6.
Is there any specific testing for this Bursary?
Candidates are asked to write a essay of no more then 1000 words which they will send to the King’s Inns with the application form.

7.
What is the subject of the essay?

Bursary candidates are invited to write an essay on:
“THE SUPREME COURT WAS SPLIT 3-2 IN THE EQUALITY AUTHORITY V. PORTMARNOCK GOLF CLUB (2009) IESC 73.  HOW WOULD YOU HAVE DECIDED THE CASE, AND WHY?”
The applicant should complete the essay (not more than 1000 words) together with a personal statement (not more than 500 words) about why s/he wishes to be a McCarthy scholar and how achieving this might connect past achievements and future ambitions.  

8.
How do I find a Master

King’s Inns receives from the Bar Council a list of Barristers who take on pupils (“devils”).  This list is available to all students of  the Inns. 
9.
Where do I go for further information?

Check out www.kingsinns.ie McCarthy Bursary.  Application and other background information are available on this site.  If you require any additional information, you should call King’s Inns at 874 4840 and ask to speak to Camilla McAleese, Under Treasurer.  Alternatively, the Under Treasurer can be contacted by email: cmcaleese@kingsinns.ie 
� Open to all candidates taking the degree course on a full time basis or on a modular basis and who intend to make their career at the Bar.





